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11 March 1856

Holland, Michigan

The meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church was opened with prayer by the pastor, Rev. Albertus C.
Van Raalte, as usual. Almost the entire meeting was taken up with discipline and pastoral concerns.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the papers of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp. 23-24.
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ARTICLE 8 — It was decided by the consistory members present to subscribe to forty
copies of the monthly, "The Server." Brother te Roller is assigned the responsibility for
making the arrangements and for the distribution.
ARTICLE 9 — The meeting was closed with prayer by J. Wilterdink.
A. C. van Raalte, clerk
Meeting Held on March 11, 1856
Present were Elders Keppel, Ploeg, Apeldoorn, Broek, Labots; Deacons Plugger, te
Roller, and de Vries; as well as Rev. van Raalte.
Absent: Brothers Wilterdink and Hekhuis.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte, and the minutes
were read and approved. The previous absence of Brother Labots was due to illness; the
same applies to Brother Hekhuis.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother Apeldoorn informs the meeting that Mrs. Boeve had invited a
group of young people to her home and that they had stayed until the following morning.
He was instructed to investigate this matter with Brother Hekhuis.
ARTICLE 3 — Rev. van Raalte reported on a visit to the disobedient daughter of the Smit
family. He found much evidence of her bad behavior and a dubious spirit. Others among
the brethren had noticed in her a hardened attitude, betraying a bad spirit. It was decided
to continue with admonition.
ARTICLE 4 — Pluggemans, a member of the congregation, has given public offense to
the church because of premature carnal knowledge with the woman who is currently his
wife. It was decided to publicly ban him from communion for a time, but to wait
fourteen days after his wife has given birth.
ARTICLE 5 — The niece of a family in the church has given birth out of wedlock. A
discussion ensued as to whether she can be looked upon to be a member of the
congregation. It is judged that her stepfather, Kezin, has gradually withdrawn from the
congregation, and that she, therefore, must also be considered outside of the fellowship.
The question is asked whether one can make accusations against someone who is not a
member of the church. The young woman in question attributes her pregnancy to a
young man who is no longer living.
ARTICLE 6 — Brother Ploeg has made inquiries concerning whether a member, Harm
Slag/Who persistently refuses to bring his child for baptism, may be allowed to partake of
the Lord's Supper, since his attitude on this question is a stumblingblock and offense to
the congregation. Rev. van Raalte states that the previous evening he had discussed this
matter with the member in question and that it had become clear to him that Slag has not
changed his unspiritual attitude in this
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maintaining of error. He adds that God desires that the covenant children of the
congregation be presented to God in holy baptism and that we consider our children
sanctified and do not believe in "applied" grace. God does not now, just as in ancient
times, want his sacrament neglected. Such neglect cannot be condoned in a Reformed
church, since this is one of the marks of the church. Based on the above grounds, the
decision is made to continue to work with him, and, at the very least, to persuade him to
allow his wife to present the child (for baptism) The consistory is hesitant to deal with
him in the ordinary disciplinary fashion and decides to publicly grant him a request for
his membership papers, as evidence that his persistence means that he is not a member of
the Reformed church.
ARTICLE 7 — By a unanimous vote, it is decided that normally the consistory meetings
may not last longer than 2-1/2 hours.
ARTICLE 8 — Brother te Roller presents to the pastor the congregational collection on
behalf of the Board of Education in the sum of $37.50.
ARTICLE 9 — Deacon de Vries, on behalf of the construction chief for the new church
building, asks whether they must continue building the pews. The brethren judge that
this is the appropriate thing to do but it must be done via bids. Furthermore, it is hoped
that we will be able to meet Thursday morning at 8 o'clock in the church and to look at
the matter in person.
ARTICLE 10— The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother D. te Roller.
A. C. van Raalte, clerk

Meeting Held on March 21, 1856
Present were Elders Broek, Keppel, Apeldoorn, Hekhuis, Wilterdink and Ploeg; Deacons
Plugger, de Vries, te Roller; and Rev. van Raalte.
Absent: Labots, due to urgent personal business.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — A membership statement for Willem Lievens, Jr. and Geertje Breuze, his
wife, has been received. After further inquiries, it becomes clear that they are totally
ignorant (of doctrinal and spiritual matters), and that their membership statement will be
received with the understanding that they will be instructed and guided, and, upon
arriving at a clearer comprehension of the truth, they will be admitted as communicant
members.

